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Rationale

The purpose of this document is to outline the important and valuable role that homework has in the children’s education in the school.  Homework is an integral part of learning.  It extends the children’s learning activities beyond the classroom.  It is intended that this document will provide some guidelines for parents and, at the same time, help parents to support the work of the teachers in providing an education for all children in the school.

The Purpose of Homework.

Homework is given:

· To consolidate work done in school

· To provide opportunities to reinforce concepts and skills taught in class

· To afford the children the opportunity to carry out independent research and find out things for themselves

· To increase parents’ awareness of the work their children are doing in school

· To allow children the opportunity to gain confidence in their own ability and to complete work successfully

· To help the children to develop the habit of personal study
Homework Format
All children will normally be required to complete homework each evening, Monday to Thursday.  Any homework task given will match the children’s age and ability.  Homework will vary from year to year group and may include the following:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Spellings

· Sounds/Phonics

· Religion: Sacrament preparation/Grow in Love Scheme

· Reading
· Written work

· Memorizing

· Research

· Project/Topic work

Presentation of Homework

Homework should be presented neatly and follow the teacher’s guidelines.

Role of the Parent/Guardian
· To check homework to ensure that it is fully completed and neatly presented
· To sign homework as a record it has been checked

· To take a positive, supportive and encouraging interest in their child’s homework

· To support the school by ensuring that their child attempts their homework

· To provide a suitable place and time for their child to carry out their homework

· To encourage and praise their child to carry out their homework

· To liaise with the child’s teacher when there is a problem or concern about homework
Role of the Class Teacher
· To provide an explanation of homework tasks to parents when necessary and give guidance on how they might assist their child
· To set up regular homework in an easily followed routine
· To ensure homework is purposeful and links directly to the curriculum being taught
· To reward and praise children who regularly complete homework tasks
· To mark and give feedback to pupils
Role of the Pupil:

· To organise themselves effectively and ensure homework is completed on time and returned to school as appropriate
· To listen to instructions about homework carefully
· To complete homework to the best of their ability and present work neatly
· To tell their parents/guardians/teacher if they have difficulties completing their homework
Advice for Parents:

· Each child should be encouraged to read each day and from a variety of sources such as newspapers, websites, library books (fiction and non-fiction) etc…
· It is vital that parents take time to discuss the pictures in a book and also what the story of about.  Building good comprehension skills through shared discussion with your child is FUNdamental
· If your child is having difficulty and is spending a lot of extra time completing the homework, please inform the class teacher.  The class teacher will make every effort to be as flexible as possible, in such circumstances
Foundation Stage - (Primary 1 and 2) 

15/20 minutes each night
Homework may include:
· Sounds/Phonics

· Reading

· Key Words

· Written literacy and Numeracy

· Practical activities to complete at home which consolidate learning across the curriculum to develop thinking skills and personal capabilities

· Religion work: Grow in Love scheme

· Spellings (Primary 2)
Key Stage 1 - (Primary 3 and 4)

30/40 minutes each night

Homework may include:
· Spellings
· Written literacy and numeracy

· Learning homework

· Times Tables/Number bonds

· Key Words

· Accelerated Reading

· Reading from guided reading book

· Religion work: Grow in Love scheme/ Sacrament preparation in Primary 4.

Key Stage 2 – (Primary 5, 6 & 7)

45/60 minutes each night

Homework may include:

· Spellings

· Written literacy and numeracy

· Learning homework

· Times Tables
· Accelerated Reading

· Reading from guided reading book/Novel

· Religion work: Grow in Love scheme/ Sacrament preparation in Primary 7.
· Pupils may be asked to research a current topic or complete practical activities at home.

 Pupils with Special Educational Needs

We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life. We ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child. If a child has special needs, we try to adapt any task set so that all children can contribute in a positive way. We allow children to record their homework in a variety of formats.

We have planned our Homework Policy in terms of:

· Supporting learning and teaching through homework

· Helping pupils to achieve through homework.

· Involving parents through homework.
We at St. Finlough’s PS will update this policy and procedures in the light of any further guidance and legislation as necessary and review it annually.

On-going evaluation will ensure the effectiveness of this policy.
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