ST. FINLOUGH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, SISTRAKEEL

LANGUAGE AND POLICY
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“Literacy focuses on developing each child’s ability to understand and use language as an integral part of learning in all areas in order to interact effectively with the world around them, to express themselves creatively and to communicate confidently ( through talking and listening, reading and writing) using a variety of skills and media. Language and Literacy are fundamental prerequisites for thinking, learning and interacting in personal, social and work context throughout life. Literacy is therefore a key to learning as well as a key to enjoyment and personal growth.”
The Northern Ireland Curriculum Primary

AIMS

To Promote in Pupils:

· A positive attitude towards reading and enjoyment of books.

· The development of a diverse and flexible approach to reading.

· An appreciation of a wide range of literature, both fiction and non-fiction.

· The ability to explore and analyse texts.

· The ability to use information texts to locate, extract and use relevant information.

· The ability to write for a range of purposes and audiences using spelling, punctuation and syntax appropriately.

· An ability to present and explain their work to others.

· The development of pupils’ confidence and self-expression.

· The ability to use language to think, explore, organize and communicate.

· An awareness of how language serves various functions.

· The ability to express themselves clearly in both writing and speech.

· An ability to assess their work critically and improve on it.

Practices:

The responsibility, which each member of staff has for developing literacy is:

· To use agreed common approaches and strategies in the teaching of reading and writing.

· To contribute to the development and implementation of a whole school literacy programme.

· To contribute to the monitoring and evaluation of language development through the school.

Literacy is promoted across all areas of the curriculum by:

· Providing a range of language experiences in talking and listening, reading and writing for all pupils.

· Valuing all pupils’ efforts to read, write and talk. Pupils work displayed in all classrooms will demonstrate this, a positive agreed approach to assessment and marking.

· Effective and shared use of existing resources and well informed selection of new resources.

The Use of ICT.

We aim to make the maximum use of I.C.T. across the curriculum to promote the pupils’ literacy skills, as well as developing competence in I.C.T. skills. This involves the use of computers and the Interactive White Board.

-Pupils have opportunities to gain confidence in the use of I.C.T., for example in using word processors for drafting, editing and presenting their work, and using the Internet to research topic work.

-The range of I.C.T. resources available include: 

· Desktops and Laptops with access to C2K network, 

· Interactive White Boards,

· digital cameras,

· I-pads/Apps,
· cd players,

-The use of information and communication technology supports the teaching of Literacy at word, sentence and text level. ICT is used at whole-class, group and independent level. 

-The interactive white board enables text to be read and shared and the writing process can be modelled effectively.  

-A range of equipment such as digital cameras, headphones and interactive white board are used to promote speaking and listening and also prepare children for writing experiences

The Interactive Whiteboard is used regularly to model writing as it allows children to interact and engage with the writing process.

- Staff are responsible for researching software and websites to enhance their literacy teaching.

-I.C.T planning is included in our medium term planners/weekly notes using a checklist of skills in the five ‘E’s. 
Children will be given regular access to these wide ranges of ICT forms in order to develop their language skills in reading and writing. Examples of children’s work are displayed in the classroom, throughout the school and on the school website to encourage others and as a show of praise and success. We are always trying to make more use of ICT for language development and with the growing resources available through the C2K system and the internet we actively encourage all children to use these exciting new media in all areas of Literacy. 
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Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation

Procedures for monitoring and evaluating pupils’ achievements are:

· Termly sample reviews of pupil’s books/pieces of writing at staff meetings.

· Teachers planners

· Self-evaluation

· Standardised test scores

· Formative assessments of class work and homework.

· Interviews with parents.

[image: image4.jpg]


Teaching Approaches used:
Reading:

In St. Finlough’s we believe that our children will learn to read, will enjoy a wide variety of texts and will become independent, critical, lifelong readers and learners.

Teaching approaches to promote reading.
- Each classroom has a class library where books are displayed in a variety of ways. Pupils are encouraged to borrow books regularly.

- In P3 – P7 Accelerated Reading is part of classroom practice. Accelerated Reading books are stored in our school library and available for pupils to use at all times.
- All children experience modelled, shared, guided and independent reading.  Both teachers and pupils “model” good reading practice.  

- We follow a variety of reading schemes to allow for differentiation and extension.  Reading resources are stored in individual classrooms.
- Book banding is used throughout the school to allow for standardisation of communication in relation to pupils reading ability. 

- Running records, PTE results and Accelerated Reading scores are used to ensure children are reading at the appropriate level. 

- Comprehension skills are developed during modelled/shared/guided reading sessions. 

- Library and study and dictionary skills are developed through work on reference books and use of the class library, computer programs and the internet and through topic work.

- KS2 children have opportunities to read to and share reading with children in the foundation stage through our peered reading programme in Term 3.
The Complete Spelling programme is used throughout the school to develop phonological awareness.  Spelling lists are grouped in stages and phases which allows for differentiation and extension of more able children.
- Literacy information evenings are organised to help and inform parents.

- Reading homework allows children to practice their reading skills and share their reading with their parents.

- Parent teacher meetings are used as an opportunity to share information on approaches to literacy.

- Annual book fairs are held to promote reading enjoyment and build up literacy resources. We organise activities for pupils during Literacy Week and celebrate World Book Day.

Visits to our local library/theatre and from authors and story tellers are organised to promote a love of reading.

- The mobile library visits the school 2 times a year. This allows us to change our class and central library resources.
-The NI Library van visits our school every 2 weeks.
Teaching approaches used for reading are:

· Whole class teaching/modeling

· Structured group work

· Paired group work.

· Topic work.

· Reading.

· Teacher reading to the class.

· Shared reading.

· Silent reading.

· Phonic Skills.

· Pupils reading own writing.

· Read texts in different media, including CD ROM.

· Follow up their own interests.

· Regular book reviews.

· Accelerated Reading.
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Writing:

In St. Finlough’s we believe that writing is an essential tool in the learning process. Children write to express their emotions, to convey their thoughts and opinions and to present evidence of research. By developing these skills we can equip our children to use writing across the range of curricular activities in which they are involved.

Our aim is that our children will develop the ability to write effectively in various forms according to purpose and audience.

Teaching approaches to promote writing.

- In the Foundation/Key Stage One, writing is encouraged during play, in the writing area and in the role play area including pre-writing based activities. (Gross and fine motor skills)

- From P1, children are encouraged to write independently, gradually developing the range and extent of their writing.  Teachers develop independent writing by observing, facilitating and modelling.

- Word banks, dictionaries and thesauri are available for the children in all key stages. 

- Classroom displays also contain language which children may require in their writing. 

- Writing frames can be used to help children organise their writing and write for a purpose.

- Modelled, shared, guided and independent writing sessions take place across all age groups and all genres of writing.

- Children write for themselves, for peers, for a parent, for the school and audiences outside the school, etc. 

- Children are given opportunities to and are encouraged to write in different genres for different purposes and audiences.

- Children’s work is displayed in their classroom and on wall displays throughout school.

- Our marking policy outlines the importance of feedback and ensures that a key part of their writing experience involves editing and reformatting their work for improvement. 

- Learning intentions and success criteria are shared with the children.

- Children are encouraged to have a go, to problem solve and use their knowledge to try and spell words for themselves. 

-  KS2 children will revise and redraft own writing.
- Feedback is consistently given to children on their writing – both verbal and written. Two stars and a wish is used to help improve writing.

 - Feedback is also given by their peers.
- Samples of work are gathered in literacy from P1-7 and this is used to gauge progression throughout the school.

- Word processing is promoted, wherever appropriate, to facilitate both the crafting and editing of writing and presentation of work. 

- The quality of handwriting is promoted and encouraged through the use of the Nelson Handwriting scheme.  Joined writing is taught from P3-P7.

Resources.

Resources for writing include 

· Nelson Handwriting Scheme, 

· Word processing programs including – Microsoft Word, Clicker 5, Microsoft Publisher, power point, various Ipad apps.

· Role play resources, 

· white boards and markers,

· writing frames for a range of genres, 

· dictionaries and thesauri, 

· word banks.
· Thematic units

Talking and Listening: 
In St. Finlough’s we believe that Talking and Listening are fundamental skills upon which the educational developments of our children depend. Through the development of oral and aural skills, they learn about language and this equips them to demonstrate and refine their learning.

Our overall aim is for our children to become confident, efficient language users. This will be achieved by devoting time, energy and resources to the development of oral communication. Through purposeful and positive intervention with teachers and classroom assistants children will be provided with experiences that develop their skills and their thinking.

Teaching approaches to promote Talking and Listening are:

· Structured reflection on work through talk in a variety of contexts and discussions.

· High value is placed on Talking and Listening for social, communicative and cognitive purposes.

· Teachers will provide experiences and activities to promote a wide range of types of talk.

· All contributions are valued.

Spelling & Phonics:

Our school uses the CSP Spelling and Language Programme from P2-P7. This programme is an extensive literacy programme designed to facilitate effective retrieval of spelling words by introducing two strategies for learning to spell. 
The Linguistic phonics programme and Jolly phonics programme is used throughout the school.
Progress in Literacy:

· The monitoring of progress through formal and informal assessments outlined by class teachers and the review of teaching strategies as appropriate by the Literacy Co-ordinator.
· IEP reviews of pupil progress receiving special needs help by teachers and SEN Co-ordinator.
· Internal moderation of pupils’ work within the key stages and across the curriculum.
· Appropriate staff training to address and identify literacy difficulties and strengths of pupils.
The Role of the Co-ordinator

In Co-operation of colleagues:

· Has responsibility or the formulation and annual review of Literacy Policy.

· Has responsibility for developing and reviewing Literacy schemes of work.

· Ensures coverage, progression and development in knowledge, skills and concepts throughout P1-P7.

· Liases with other subject co-ordinators to ensure appropriate and effective integration individually or during staff meetings.

· Ensures provision, renewal, storage and cataloguing of appropriate and relevant resources.

· Is aware of subject developments by reading up-to-date literature.

· Attends in-service courses.

· Disseminates In-Set information, materials and ideas to colleagues.

· Organises and chairs subject meetings.

· Discusses policies/schemes and assists colleagues in their planning and evaluation.

· Organisation of yearly Scholastic book fair and World Book Day.

Special Educational Needs

Children who are suspected with having difficulties, which are Literacy based by a teacher, will be dealt in accordance with the Special Needs Policy. Children who have been identified as having difficulties in the acquisition of literacy skills will be subject to the Code of practice. Children with language/literacy difficulties are dealt with at a whole school level through individualized work with Special Needs teacher, at class level by differentiated work and at individual level by support and positive reinforcement for the child. Screening through the use of standardized tests allows for the identification of those who need additional support.

Equal Opportunities

      All children have equal access to the curriculum. All teachers will be mindful of gender or class issues, which may affect the progress and quickly address the situation by monitoring and liasing with Literacy Co-ordinator for any necessary support or resources. We aim to raise the standards among all children equally. 

Parental Involvement

Parents are actively encouraged to take responsibility for their children’s learning both at home and at school.

New parents are given guidance on how to approach helping their children with set homework, feedback on progress and annual written reports. Parental views are listened to and acted upon where appropriate. We enjoy a strong parental/community involvement at St.Finlough’s and endeavour to maintain and strengthen this position with parents evenings, information evenings, P1 induction, Comments in reading records,……………

Use of library Resources

Every class has access to a class library and the school library to help promote interest and enthusiasm for reading. There is a wide range of fiction and non-fiction material suitable for all ages and abilities. All classes are allowed to choose independently with the support of their teacher, classroom assistant or literacy Co-ordinator. Class library books are changed twice a year with the children aiding in the selection.





Cross- Curricular Themes

As literacy is inherent in all areas of life we choose to apply a range of skills in the development of our children from a wide selection of genre. St. Finlough’s, Sistrakeel, considers language and literacy in a holistic way, taking account of the integral nature of the areas of Talking and Listening, Reading and Writing which extend across all areas of the curriculum. Some of the media that we encompass range from Drama in Christmas shows, assemblies and yearly concerts, poetry in the local feis both Derry and Limavady.

We look for opportunities to promote literacy and language skills through all areas of the curriculum, as is testified by the various displays (class and hall) evident at both key stages  and covering many varied topics.

A scholastic Book Fair is held every year. This is a very popular event and enables parents to browse with their children.

